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Multi Grammy Award-Winning Soprano Performs Golijov’s Ayre at 


Severance Hall on Oct. 30 
“When it’s time to write the history of 21° century music, there will surely be a chapter on the 
collaboration between Golijov and Upshaw.” 
— The Boston Herald 


CLEVELAND (Oct 7, 2005) — Renowned for the unaffected beauty of her singing, multi Grammy Award- 
winning soprano Dawn Upshaw will perform in Osvaldo Golijov’s Ayre, at Severance Hall on Sunday, Oct. 
30, 2005, at 7:30 p.m. Upshaw will sing Ayre, Golijov’s most recent work which draws from 15" century Spanish 
folk songs performed in a myriad of languages including Ladino (the lost language of the Spanish Jews). This 


performance is part of The Cleveland Museum of Art’s VIVA! and Gala Around Town Series. 


Admission to the performance is $39 and $34 for CMA members. 

Meaning “air” and “melody” in medieval Spanish, the music of Ayre is a lush mix of Spanish and 
Mediterranean influences and reflects a range of human conditions representing the three prominent cultures in 
Spain at the time, Christian, Jewish and Arab. Golijov draws upon a highly eclectic and personal selection of 
sources. The texts are in Ladino, Arabic, Hebrew, Sardinian and Spanish. These words encompass a wide range of 


human experience, from love and jealousy, to raucous rage and to religious yearning and prayer. 


Golijov created the song-cycle, Ayre, to demonstrate Upshaw’s vocal range when he first realized the 
range of color in her voice. The cycle is scored for an ensemble but also includes the accordion and ronroco (an 
Argentinian flute). The delicate simplicity of Ayre requires the naturalness that Upshaw possesses; growing up in a 


politically active household in which she joined her parents and older sister in an informal singing group. 


A forty-five minute cycle of twelve songs, Ayre will be offered in two halves. In the first half, Upshaw 
will be accompanied by Argentinian guitarist Gustavo Santaolalla, a premier composer and producer of South 
American alternative music and eighth blackbird a new music ensemble known for their provocative and engaging 


performances will perform a solo set. Ayre will be heard in its entirety during the second half of the program. 
Dawn Upshaw 


With countless acclaimed performances to her name, Upshaw has achieved worldwide celebrity as a singer 
of opera and concert repertoire ranging from the sacred works of Bach to the freshest sounds of today. A favored 


partner of many leading musicians and stage directors, Upshaw has become a generative force in concert music 
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having premiered more than 40 works in the past decade. She regularly presents specially designed programs 
composed in folk and popular music. Commissioned by Carnegie Hall, Ayre is a perfect vehicle for Upshaw’s tour 


de force virtuosity. 
Osvaldo Golijov 


Goliov is one of the most fascinating personalities in contemporary music. His works bring 
together elements from Eastern and Western classical influences, and meld them with Mediterranean folklore as 
well as his innate political radicalism. Born in 1960, by the age of twelve Golijov had become a prodigious reader 
and composer, but the culture he represented was increasingly under threat from the gun-toting paramilitaries who 


roamed the streets and began to abduct and murder students. 


He responded by moving to Jeresulem where he taught piano to finance his studies at the conservatory and 
three years later moved to Philadelphia to study. Golijov became a regular collaborator with the Kronos Quartet, 
the Romanian gypsy band Taraf de Haidouks and virtuosi like Zakir Hussain and the Argentine composer Gustavo 
Santaolalla; he also began to work with film-makers. In addition, Golijov has scored works for a richly colored 


array of chamber ensembles and has had numerous collaborations with Upshaw. 


His most recent work, Ayre is autobiographical. He draws from his life experiences; a man of Jewish faith 
who was born and raised in an officially Catholic country and then moving to Jerusalem, where he was totally 
mesmerized by the Arab culture. The songs deal in a very straightforward and unpretentious way with the matters 
that are most important in life — love and the possibility of the existence of God. 

The Museum receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. Promotional support for VIVA! and 
Gala Around Town 1s provided by 90.3 WCPN Ideastream, WCLV 104.9 FM and Cleveland Free Times. 
Additional support provided by Collacott Foundation. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive Museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the Museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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